
Year Reception – Spring 2 – Amazing Animals 

 

  

Physical Development (Prime) 

Week 1: Shows increasing control over an object by patting it 

Week 2: Experiments with different ways of moving, negotiates space 

Week 3: Show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements 

Week 4: Handles construction materials safely and with increasing control 

Week 5: Handle equipment and tools effectively  

Week 6: Talk about ways to keep safe 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 

Communication and Language (Prime) 

Week 1: Uses talk to clarify thinking and ideas 

Week 2: Uses language to imagine and re-create in play situations 

Week 3: Uses past present and future forms when talking about events 

Week 4: Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others 

Week 5: Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play 

Week 6: Links statements and sticks to main theme or intention 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

  

  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (Prime) 

Week 1: Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of what others 

say 

Week 2: Explains own Knowledge and understanding 

Week 3: Talk about how they and others show feelings 

Week 4: Play co-operatively, taking turns with others 

Week 5: Choose resources they need for chosen activities 

Week 6: Confident to speak in a familiar group and talk about their ideas 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 

Maths (Specific) 

Week 1: Doubling 

Week 2: Halving 

Week 3: Sharing 

Week 4: Characteristics of 3D shapes 

Week 5: Ordering and sequencing events 

Week 6: Measurement problem solving 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 

Literacy (Specific) Including PD FMS 

Week 1: ‘Mr Wolf’s Pancakes’ (simple sentence writing, use of some irregular 

common words) 

Week 2: ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear what do you see?’ (write simple sentences 

that can be read by themselves) 

Week 3: ‘Tiddler the story telling fish’ (write simple sentences that can be 

read by themselves) 

Week 4: ‘Welcome Home Bear’ (sentences have some words that are spelt 

correctly others are phonetically plausible) 

Week 5: ‘Chick Life Cycle’ Bear’ (sentences have some words that are spelt 

correctly others are phonetically plausible) 

Week 6: ‘The Bad Tempered Ladybird’ (Attempting polysyllabic words)  

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 
Expressive Arts and Design (Specific) Including PD FMS 

Week 1: Creating collage animals and free painting 

Week 2: Handprint animal craft. 

Week 3: Using the technique of bubble painting 

Week 4: Creating paintings with different objects 

Week 5: Building a home for a baby chick 

Week 6: Tube mini beast craft 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 

Understanding the World (Specific) 

Week 1: Discussing textures of different objects within the classroom 

Week 2: Investigating re-cycling and sorting recyclable materials 

Week 3: Using technology to take photographs 

Week 4: Investigating different technology in the home and their purposes 

Week 5: Identifying how chicks grow and what they need to survive 

Week 6: Classification of mini beasts according to their features 

Week 7:  

Week 8:  

 

 

Dates of Interest for Topics 

Mother’s Day                      Easter                 St David’s Day     

St Patrick’s Day                  Shrove Tuesday 

  

  

Week 1: Farm animals Week 2: Wild animals Week 3: Sea creatures Week 4: Habitats Week 5: Chick life cycle Week 6: Different animals Week 7: Week 8: 

Weekly Topics ensure coverage of Development Matters but holistic learning will naturally cover multiple AOL throughout the Term during Child Initiated Play and Teaching in the Moment. 

Teaching in the Moment 

All of these areas will be covered during daily Continuous Provision, and 

learning will also be led by the children’s own different interests. 
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Development Matters: Understanding of the World (People & Communities, The World) 

 Enjoys joining in with family routines. 

 Looks closely at similarities and differences. 

 Looks closely at change. 

 Understands similarities and differences between objects, materials and living things. 

 Make observations of animals and talk about changes. 

 Recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. 

 Understand the purpose of different technology. 

 

 

 

Different animals 
 

 
 

As a group talk about different mini 
beasts. What were their names? What do 
they look like? Do they have any similarities 
or differences? Where could we find them? 
Invite the children to create a chart for 

classification e.g. does the mini beast have 
wings, does the mini beast sting etc. Provide 
the children with mini beast pictures to sort 

and add to the chart. What other 
information could we find out about 

particular mini beasts? Where would we 
find the information? Use the iPad with 
the children and google to search for 

information. 
 

 

 
Chick life cycle  

 Revisit how this week we have been investigating 
the life cycle of chick. Pose the question to the 

children: I wonder what it would be like to live on 
a farm. 

 

 
 

What animals would live there, how would the 
animals need to be looked after, what jobs would 
need to be done? Explain to the children that they 
are going to design a farm. Provide the children 
with a design template for them to create their 

farm. Children can then use a range of different 
media and construction materials to create their 

farms. 

 

 

Habitats 
Introduce the children to technology and 

explore how it is all around us. Why do we 
need to have technology? What does it help 
us to do? In small groups move around the 
school to complete a technology hunt. Invite 
the children to make a comparison, do we 
have the same pieces of technology at school 
and at home. What is the same? What is 
different? Invite the children to problem 

solve e.g. if I needed to dry my hair when I 
got out of the shower, what would I use? 

 

 

 

 

 

Sea creatures 
With the children, explore what makes 
them feel good and why different things 
make them feel this way. Explain to the 
children that they are going to make a 

rainbow and add pictures to their 
creations to show everyone what makes 
them feel good. Explain that they can 

choose the media from which they would 
like to create their rainbows. Provide the 
children with a variety of craft materials 
for them to explore. Remind the children 
of some of the techniques and artists that 
have previously been explored, could they 
use any of these to create their rainbows. 

 
 

  
 
 

Wild animals 
 
 

 
 

Invite the children to share with you the 
knowledge they have about recycling? Why 

do we have to recycle? What do we 
recycle? How do we recycle? In small 

groups move around the school looking at 
different objects on the school grounds etc. 
what materials have we seen that can be 

recycled or not recycled? Invite the 
children to create a chart of their 

findings. Encourage the children to share 
how they re-cycle at home. 

 

 

Farm animals 
As a class introduce the children to the 
technique of art produced by the artist 
Wassily Kadinsky. Explore his paintings 
explaining that he created them with circles 
inside/outside of each other. Look at the 
different colours within the paintings and 
the shades used. Model to the children how 
we can create different colours by mixing 
and how we can create different shades by 
adding other colours. The children will 
then investigate the technique for themselves 
and explore mixing colour to create their 
own paintings. 
 

 
 

 

 

 Development Matters: Expressive Arts & Design (Exploring and using Media and Materials, Being Imaginative) 

 Explores what happens when they mix colours. 

 Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects. 

 Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect. 

 Constructs with a purpose in mind using a variety resources. 

 Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary. 

 Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are using. 

 Represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design technology and art. 
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Spring 2 Challenges 

 

Maths 

W1 Can you complete the doubling worksheet? 

W2 Can you halve the amount of bones for the dog so that each one has the same amount? 

W3 Can you share the cubes between the different sea creatures? 

W4 Can you sort everyday items' on to the correct sorting mat? 

W5 Can you talk about the pictures and put them in order? 

W6 Can you use the shapes to make a mini beast? 

W7  

Writing 

W1 Can you draw a new fairy tale character in to the story of Mr Wolf’s Pancakes? 

W2 Can you draw another different coloured animal to add to the story of Brown Bear? 

W3 Can you draw and write about a new story Tiddler could tell? 

W4 Can you draw a different animal and its habitat for ‘Bear’ to visit? 

W5 Can you write about a special lady and how they help you? 

W6 What do you think the superheroes or characters are saying? 

W7  

Reading 

W1 Can you find any books in the classroom or in the library about wild animals? 

W2 Where can I find out different information about bears? Can you draw a different bear? 

W3 Can you read the under the sea sentences? 

W4 Can you read the captions and sentences about animals? 

W5 Can you find and look at a book about a special lady e.g. The Queen  

W6 Can you read the clues about mini beasts? Which one am I describing? 

W7  

Craft 

W1 Can you create a model of a wolf or a character from the story? 

W2 Can you make your own bear? What techniques could you use to make your bear or the bears fur? 

W3 Can you make a paper plate rainbow for Feel Good Week? What makes you feel happy? 

W4 Can you create a flower for a special person in your life? What materials will you use? 

W5 Can you make a paper flower bouquet? Alternatively, a flower paper chain. 

W6 Can you create a bug headband? 

W7  

Construction Area 

W1 Can you use the lollipop sticks to make a trap to catch Mr Wolf? 

W2 Can you create one of the animals from the story? Can you make your own animal for the story? 

W3 Can you build a fishing boat with the construction materials? 

W4 Can you create a picture frame for someone you love? 

W5 Can you design and build a home for a baby chick? 

W6 Can you use the different materials to make a spider’s web? 

W7  

Small World Area 

W1 Can you build Mr Wolf’s House using the wooden blocks? Can you discuss the dangers Mr Wolf might find in the home pictures? 

W2 Can you use the small world figures, animals and puppets to create your own version of the Brown Bear story e.g. Pretty Princess, Pretty 
Princess what do you see? 

W3 Can you create an underwater story with the sea creatures? 

W4 Can build an animal habitat from the story? Can you discuss the similarities and differences of the habitats? 

W5 Can you design a farm for the chicks and other animals? 

W6 Can you use the different construction pieces to hide the mini beasts in different places? 

W7  

Home Corner 

W1 The characters in this week’s story did not know how to be kind. Can you choose the correct pictures to show how to be a good friend? 

W2 Can you draw a picture or choose one of the cut out pictures to show how you look after yourself? 

W3 Can you share different amounts of food equally to your friends? 

W4 Which ICT equipment would you find in the home? 

W5 Can you role-play as a family? Who are the members of your family? 

W6 Can you look at the different objects, how do we use them to keep safe? 

W7  

Investigation Area 

W1 Can you go on a texture hunt in the classroom? 

W2 Can you play the junk jumble recycling game on the board? 

W3 Can you use the iPad to take a selfie of you and your friends? 

W4 Can you sort the animals in to their habitats? 

W5 Can you find out about baby chicks, and what they need? 

W6 Can you sort the mini beasts into those that have legs and those that do not? 

W7  

Zone 1 

W1 In the shop, can you use the price tags to buy the ingredients to make pancakes? 

W2 Can you create a mystical mixed up animal? 

W3 Can you make a giant friendship paper chain with your friends? Add your friend’s names to each link of the chain. 

W4 Can you play a game of Emotions Bingo? 

W5 Can you make a pipe cleaner flower? 

W6 Can you create the finger print caterpillars? 

W7  

Zone 2 

W1 Can you use the creative materials to create a lion collage or paint a picture of your favourite wild animal? 

W2 Can you paint a picture or create a handprint animal from the story? 

W3 Can you make a bubble wrap paint fish for a bubble background? 

W4 Can you create a collage or a model of a hibernating bear sleeping in his cave? Or use forks to create a face painting of a bear? 

W5 Can you work together to make a life size collage figure? 

W6 Can you make a tube mini beast? 

W7  

Zone 3 

W1 How many small sandcastles can you make in one minute? 

W2 Can you mould a cave in the sand for the bear to live in? 

W3 Can you estimate how many sea creatures you will scoop up? 

W4 Can you share the shells amongst some of the sea life creatures? 

W5 How can you make the biggest splash in the builders tray? 

W6 Can you fix the pipes together to make the water travel? 

W7  

Zone 4 

W1 Can you retell the story of Mr Wolf’s Pancakes using the role-play masks? 

W2 Can you sit/stand on the pirate ship with your friends and with your adult create a pirate story? 

W3 Can you go on a scavenger hunt for different objects? 

W4 Can you find the bears in the forest area? How many did you find? Can you double the number of bears you found? 

W5 Can you use natural materials to build a bird’s nest? 

W6 Can you go on a wizard walk and create a wand? 

W7  

Zone 5 

W1 Can you repeatedly hit the beanbag in to the air with your bat? How many times did you manage to hit it without it falling to the floor? 

W2 Can you complete the obstacle course? 

W3 Can you work together to use the parachute? 

W4 Can you play ‘Simple Simon’ action game? Can you follow the instructions? 

W5 How quickly can you get through the obstacle course and back? 

W6 Can you play a game of foxes and hounds with your friends? 

W7  

Zone 6 

W1 Can you find the pancakes in the garden? How many pancakes did you find? Can you double the number of your found pancakes? 

W2 Can you move around the school and look through different windows? What different objects can you see? 

W3 Can you see any seasonal changes in the Garden Area? 

W4 Can you go for a walk around the school grounds? Can you draw and write about what you can see? 

W5 Can you find any wriggly worms if you dig in the garden? What should we do to look after them? 

W6 Can you make a design of our garden? 

W7  

 


